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Gandhiji explained what he had learnt through him, especially
through the example of his life. He also told a correspondent
that ccwhilst it is as a general statement quite true that my life is
based upon the teachings of the Gita, I would not be able to swear
that Tolstoy's writings and teachings did not influence my decision
about celibacy" (p. 240). In a rare reference to Bolshevism, while
Gandhiji disapproved of its reliance on violence for the abolition
of private property, he also pointed out that "the Bolshevik ideal
has behind it the purest sacrifice of countless men and women
who have given up their all for its sake", and that cean ideal that
is sanctified by the sacrifices of such master spirits as Lenin cannot
go in vain*' (p. 380). When questioned about the basis of India's
future economic constitution, Gandhiji answered: " . . . every-
body should be able to get sufficient work to enable him to make
the two ends meet. And this ideal can be universally realized only
if the means of production of elementary necessaries of life remain
in the control of the masses" (p. 412).
The letters in this volume illustrate, as usual, Gandhiji's capa-
city for identifying himself with the varied concerns of his cor-
respondents, from a humble teacher seeking Gandhiji's advice
whether he should continue to engage himself in the traditional
duties of a barber (pp. 141-2) to a national leader like Motilal
Nehru sharing his public worries with him. The letters to Motilal
reveal Gandhiji's warm regard for him and seem to be addressed
to a co-worker who, despite wide differences of outlook, could discuss
national problems with him on intimate and equal terms. An-
other co-worker, in whose personal and family problems Gandhiji
took keen interest, was Satis Chandra Das Gupta, a pioneer khadi
worker of Bengal. In practically every letter that he wrote to him
and his wife, Hemprabha Devi, Gandhiji's concern for them and
interest in their affairs is evident. Gandhiji's frankness as well as
his attitude to human frailty is brought out in a letter to Shaukat
Ali: "I must confess that the only letter of yours to Dr. Ansari that
I read, I did not like at all. . , . Why should I worry over what
I may hold to be your error, seeing that I err often enough and
need the indulgence of friends and foes alike?" (p. 304).
The volume carries the Young India article, "God Is", from
which, during his stay in London in 1931, Gandhiji recorded his
message to America. Here he tried to explain the nature of his
faith in God and his views on the existence of evil which God
permits though he is untouched by it. "I know too", he declared,
"that I shall never know God if I do not wrestle with and against
evil even at the cost of life itself" (p. 350).